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1. INTRODUCTION
POCL 639 was produced in order to streamline and simplify matters by removing
individual references to Railway Group Standards within POCLs. As such it
mandates the contractual link to those Railway Group Standards applicable to
PWRA members (see Appendix A).

2. CHANGES FROM POCL 639, ISSUE 21A
POCL 639, Issue 22 has been produced following recent updates to Railway
Group Standards. There have been 5 new documents; 6 have been withdrawn
and 18 have been up-issued within the Railway Group Standards March 2013
catalogue:

New:

RIS-2706-RST, Issue 1 “Rail industry standard for recording rolling stock data”

RIS-2773-RST, Issue 1 “Format for vehicle gauging data”

GO/RT 3053, Issue 4 “Working manual for rail staff handling and carriage of
dangerous goods- Contents and glossary”

GO/RT 3056, Issue 3 “Working manual for rail staff freight train operations —
Contents and glossary”

GO/RT 3056-3 Issue 1 “Working manual for rail staff freight train operations —
Appendix 3- Exceptional load RT3973 forms”

Withdrawn:

GO/RM 3053, Issue 3 “Working manual for rail staff handling and carriage of
dangerous goods- Contents and glossary”

GO/RM 3056, Issue 2 “Working manual for rail staff freight train operations —
Contents and glossary”

GO/RT 3056-A, Issue 2 “Working manual for rail staff freight train operations —
Introduction and classification of freight trains”

GO/RT 3056-F “Working manual for rail staff freight train operations —
Incidents”

GO/RT 3056-G “Working manual for rail staff freight train operations —
Safe loading of freight”

GO/RT 3056-H “Working manual for rail staff freight train operations —

International traffic”

Up-issued:

GO/RT 3053-1 Issue 6 “Working manual for rail staff handling and carriage of
dangerous goods- Appendix 1- List of dangerous goods
with their united nations number , Dangerous goods
class and their TOPS commodity code”

GO/RT 3053-2 Issue 5 “Working manual for rail staff handling and carriage of
dangerous goods- Appendix 2 — Bulk traffic dangerous
goods, wagon and container separation distance
requirements/prohibitions”

GO/RT 3053-A Issue 4 “Working manual for rail staff handling and carriage of
dangerous goods- classification, acceptance and
identification”
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GO/RT 3053-B Issue 4 “Working manual for rail staff handling and carriage of
dangerous goods- hazard identification”

GO/RT 3053-C Issue 4 “Working manual for rail staff handling and carriage of
dangerous goods-Marshalling, movement and loading”

GO/RT 3053-F Issue 5 “Working manual for rail staff handling and carriage of
dangerous goods-Fires and incidents involving
dangerous goods”

GO/RT 3056-1, Issue 2 “Working manual for rail staff freight train operations —
Appendix 1 — conversion chart SLUs-Metres-Feet”

GO/RT 3056-2, Issue 2 “Working manual for rail staff freight train operations —
Appendix 2 — Exceptional load code words”

GO/RT 3056-B, Issue 3 “Working manual for rail staff freight train operations —
Marshalling and composition of freight trains”

GO/RT 3056-C, Issue 3 “Working manual for rail staff freight train operations —
Principles of safe freight train operation”

GO/RT 3056-D, Issue 3 “Working manual for rail staff freight train operations —
Defective vehicles”

GO/RT 3056-E, Issue 3 “Working manual for rail staff freight train operations —
Movement of freight trains”

GO/RT 3056-J, Issue 2 “Working manual for rail staff freight train operations —
Intermodal traffic”

GO/RT 3056-K, Issue 2 “Working manual for rail staff freight train operations —
Vehicles requiring special conditions of travel”

GO/RT 3436, Issue 3 “Information for safe train operation”

GO/GN 3653 Issue 2 “Guidance for safe freight train operation”

GO/GN 3676, Issue 3 “Guidance on the carriage of dangerous goods by rail”

GT/RT 8000 Rule book (Various changes to sections as a result of the above
alterations)

3. INSTRUCTION
Owners need to be aware of (and comply) with all applicable Railway Group
Standards. To assist Owners in ensuring compliance with Railway Group

Standards those that are now 'linked' via POCL 639 have their applicability
shown as follows:

3.1 Design (including Modifications)
Refer to Table 1 of Appendix A.

3.2  Operational Issues
Refer to Table 2 of Appendix A.

3.3 Maintenance
Refer to Table 3 of Appendix A.
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Railway Group Standards are available on the Rail Safety & Standards Board
(RSSB) website at: www.rgsonline.co.uk

4. SCOPE
This POCL is applicable to all PWRA members.

5. IMPLEMENTATION
This document shall be implemented immediately.

In the event of any query arising, or clarification required, please contact:

Senior PWRA Engineer

PWRA Management Group
Network Certification Body (NCB)
Ground Floor

Caldecotte Building

The Quadrant: MK

Elder Gate

MILTON KEYNES
Buckinghamshire

MK9 1EN
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